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• In unincorporated County area 

Cost of a shelter facility was also discussed. Depending on the cost and preparation of the 
land, a new 19,000 square foot facility could cost approximately $10M. If appropriate, a less 
expensive building (perhaps a steel building) could cost approximately $6.5M to $7M. Making 
use of an existing building , if suitable for shelter use, would likely save a considerable amount of 
money. 

County staff performed a drive-by survey of the Highway 49 corridor area, Ophir area and the 
Bowman area to identify properties currently for sale or lease that were potentially of the correct 
size (greater than approximately 1 acre). The survey identified 25 potential properties of which 
17 were vacant land and 8 were existing buildings. 

The properties were shared with the ad-hoc planning group. Many sites were quickly dismissed 
for various criteria. The group requested additional information on several of the properties. A 
private commercial real estate broker provided additional information on specific properties and 
identified an additional 21 sites with existing buildings that might be available, including within 
the Airport Commercial Area. This information was shared with the planning group. 

None of the potential sites was perfect. Most had some positive attributes as well as negative 
ones. Staff seeks Board input and direction on the Board 's preference and possible next steps 
for pursuing an alternative site. Questions that would narrow the possibilities include: 

• Willingness to build a new building at a cost of $10 million on a vacant site. 

• Whether the criteria considered are adequate. 
• Whether any of the areas considered is a preferred location. 

Options include: 
1. Identify the best currently available area/site, regardless of cost, and bring it back to the 

Board and community for consideration. 
2. Identify the most important criteria and wait for a more suitable site to be made available 

for sale (preferably an existing building) and return to the Board and community at that 
time. 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 
The assessment of potential sites is not a project as defined in California Public Resources 
Code Section 21065 and/or California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines Section 
15378(a) and therefore is not subject to CEQA. The assessment of potential shelter sites does 
not commit the County to a definite course of action. The County is not committing to any 
particular physical development project and reserves all rights to fully analyze any project 
ultimately proposed in full compliance with CEQA. The potential shelter site evaluation is also 
exempt from CEQA pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15306 - Information Collection -
which exempts data collection, research, and resource evaluation activities leading to an action 
which a public agency has not yet approved. 
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FISCAL IMPACT 
Funding to pursue alternative sites is available in the Department of Public Works and Facilities 
FY2017-18 Final Budget, Property Management Division. Funding for an acquisition of a 
property and development of a new shelter would need to be identified. 

7 



32




